1 st mill. B.C. One of the most acute problems, which brought forth many contradictory opinions, is the problem of the origin of the peoples mentioned by ancient authors, of their location and of their connection with certain archaeological cultures.
At present there are no less than three principal theories explaining the origin of the Scythians (the Northern-Black-Sea coast, the Near Eastern and the Central Asian one) and at least six versions of ethnic maps suggested by Russian scholars only.' As for the accuracy of identification of certain ethnic groups with archaeological cultures, hardly any comments are needed: so far no reliable method has been developed in this field. Literary sources also do not make it possible to attribute the Cimmerians and the Scythians to different periods. Herodotus is speaking about Scythians who follow the Cimmerians being pressed by the Massagetae (I, 15; IV, 11; VII, 6),
